
ADJECTIVES 
This document discusses adjectives  

INTRODUCTION 

 

An adjective has four features:  

1. It can occur in attributive function (pre-mod noun) to modify a noun: 

The happy monster 

2. It can occur in predicative function (complement) after copula verbs.  

The monster is happy 

3. They can be pre-modified by intensifier ‘very’: 

The very happy monster 

4. Take comparative and superlative forms: 

Happy, happier, happiest 

(But not all adjectives posses these features) From Quirk et al p402 

 

Adjectives and participles 

From Quirk et al (p413-): Some adjectives have the same form as the verbal participles 
ending in –ing and –ed. 

His views were surprising 

The man seemed offended 

In cases where there is a direct object of the –ing form or a by-agent phrase of the –ed form, 
then the verbal force of the participle is felt. If these are not present and the word can be 
modified by very then it is probably an adjective 

The man seemed offended by the policeman (verb participle)  

The man seemed (very) offended (adjective) 

 

Adjectives and Adverbs 

 

 



 

 

 

ADJECTIVE PHRASES (APS) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Syntax: a generative introduction By Andrew Carnie 

SOURCES 


